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(A picture of abstract art  in primary colors that has profiles faces overlapping and talking into each other’s ears)
Theme:
LANGUAGE, POWER, AND IDENTITY
with 

Alison Cardinal
“To speak a language is to take on a world, a culture” 

Franz Fanon

“Discurso nunca é neutro”

Paulo Freire

“We tend to look through language and not realize how much power language has” 
Deborah Tannen
	Class Times
	T/TH
10:15-12:20
GWP 101
12:50-2:55

Joy 110


	

	Office Hours

(also by appointment)
	OFFICE:

MDS
310C

OFFICE HOURS IN THE TEACHING AND LEARNING CENTER
	T/TH 3:00-4:00


	Contact 
	253-692-4389
	acardin@uw.edu
(best way to reach me)


Course Description:  
This course serves as an introduction to academic writing, commonly understood as the type of writing you will do as a university student. Specifically, we will be focusing on learning how to read difficult academic texts, write a range of academic essays, and most importantly, develop an awareness of the linguistic, cultural, discursive expectations of the university. To help us learn these three things, we will be exploring the theme of language and power. The first three weeks, we will focus on summarizing and paraphrasing academic texts and responding to them. The next three weeks, we will focus on your identity as a writer, analyzing your experiences with language and understanding how broader linguistic forces shape our experiences and identities. The last part of the quarter you will work on an argumentative essay that investigates some aspect of your language practices, which will require library research in addition to class sources. Your final project will be a portfolio of revised work and a reflective letter. 
Throughout our exploration of the theme, we will be focusing on aspects of reading for academic purposes that involves listening critically and closely to the ideas of others. In terms of writing, we will be covering the foundational aspects of academic thinking and argumentation from habits of mind to academic style. 
This course will consist of a mix of instruction, but I ask that you be active in all of it. You can expect interactive lectures, large-group discussion, partner and small-group work, and silent writing assignments—sometimes all within the same class period. Having you in class, participating, and letting me know what is working (and not) for you will be vital for our learning community to function.

Learning Goals
Upon successful completion of the two course series, our goal by the end is for you to be able to:
· Read rhetorically through processes of meaning-making, learning, and communicating purposefully to various audiences.
· Revise in recursive processes that continually re-see, rethink, and research ideas, questions, and new information. 
· Reflect as a way to understand one’s own reading practices, and producing understanding (or theory) that helps the writer cultivate flexible and rhetorically-based practices for future use.

· Proof and edit one’s drafts in self-conscious ways, ways that allow the writer to consider future proofing and editing practices as rhetorical in nature and part of the writing process. 
· Engage in academic research as a process that includes recognizing when information is needed to support writing, and having the ability to locate, evaluate, incorporate, and acknowledge appropriate sources
· Problematize one’s existential writing situation, or pose problems that the writer’s own language practices may create when they are set next to the dominant academic discourse or when others read and judge one’s writing
Required Texts and Materials
Printed out readings found on Canvas. 
A Writer’s Reference 8th Edition by Diana Hacker
Sections from Writing Spaces (Free textbook. Sections will be posted on Canvas.)
Access to Canvas
Paper and writing utensils

Course Requirements
Minor Assignments:  This portion of the course focuses on smaller (though no less important) writing assignments like your reading notes, video diaries, participation in small and large groups, peer responses, written reflections, and other tasks. 

Major Assignments:  You will write three major projects this quarter: A Summary/Response essay that will require you to practice citing, interpreting, and responding to ideas of scholars, an autoethnography of an educational experience, and a final argumentative essay. You will complete several drafts for each of the essays and also several minor assignments will help to build up to the final project. You will also meet with me multiple times during the quarter to discuss your writing with me. 
Portfolio: Your final project will require you to write a 3-4 page reflective essay along with 10 pages of revised work from both quarters.
Grading

For this class, we will be using contract grading. Unlike traditional grades, a grading contract assigns credits based on meeting expectations, putting in time and effort, and completing all assignments. Your final grade, which will graded on a traditional 4.0 scale, is solely based on the amount of work you put into your writing and reading, your contributions to class, and your collaboration with other students. 

Policies and Etiquette:
 
Communication  
Communicating with me, either by meeting me during office hours or through email, is important for your success in this course. 
Office Hours Office hours are times I lay aside specifically to meet with students. You are welcome to come for any reason and if you have any questions, concerns, or successes you want to share with me. I encourage you to drop by early so I can get to know you. 

Email: The best way to contact me from a distance is via e-mail.  I will respond within 48 hours, but usually sooner.  I will only answer e-mails that have proper and professional salutations (Dear Alison), proper closings (Sincerely), and ask a specific question. Remember this is not a text but is rather professional communication. I also encourage you to communicate with me frequently, especially if you are having problems with the coursework or are facing other challenges that are keeping you from doing your best work in the course. I am far more likely to be lenient if you are staying in constant contact with me should an emergency arise than if you show up weeks later asking for an extension without contacting me ahead of time.   

Electronic Devices

Electronic devices (including, but not limited to, cell phones, pagers, laptops, and personal digital assistants) may not be used in the classroom unless you have my permission or need them because of a disability. Activities that are non-relevant to the course, such as checking/sending email, playing games, and checking facebook or Twitter, are considered disruptive activities when class is in session.  Please turn your cell phones off.  If you repeatedly use electronic devices in class when I have asked you to put them away, I will ask you to leave the class and you will lose credit for participation.

 

Statement on Diversity I recognize and respect diversity of ethnicity and race, gender, sexual identity, class, age, religion and ability. Differences provide us with opportunities to learn new things, compare experiences, test our assertions, understand ourselves better, and find common ground. Differences sometimes result in difficult, yet very important, discussions. In the midst of these discussions of sensitive topics, I ask everyone to maintain a language and an attitude of respect, practicing deep listening and kindness for the benefit of all. If for any reason you are feeling uncomfortable because of class discussion or course content, please come talk to me immediately so we can resolve it as soon as possible. 
Campus-Wide Resources and Policies: 

Inclement Weather: Call 253-383-INFO or check the UW Tacoma homepage to determine whether campus operations have been suspended or delayed. If not, but driving conditions remain problematic, call the professor's office number. This number should provide information on whether a particular class will be held or not, and/or the status of pending assignments. If the first two numbers have been contacted and the student is still unable to determine whether a class(es) will be held, or the student has a part-time instructor who does not have an office phone or contact number, call the program office number for updated information.
Disability Support Services (Office of Student Success): The University of Washington Tacoma is committed to making physical facilities and instructional programs accessible to students with disabilities. Disability Support Services (DSS), located in MAT 354, functions as the focal point for coordination of services for students with disabilities. If you have a physical, emotional, or mental disability that "substantially limits one or more major life activities [including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working]," and will require accommodation in this class, please contact DSS at (253)692-4508 , email at dssuwt@uw.edu , uwtshaw@uw.edu  or visitwww.tacoma.uw.edu/dss for assistance.

Teaching and Learning Center: The Teaching and Learning Center (TLC) offers free academic support for students at all levels. We offer one-on-one consultations and group workshops in writing, math, statistics, science, and Spanish. We also work with students on questions about English grammar & vocabulary, reading, and learning strategies. We are located in Snoqualmie 260 and online. Our schedules for appointments and drop-in visits are posted on our website atwww.tacoma.uw.edu/tlc . For special needs or subject tutoring requests, please email uwtteach@uw.edu or call (253) 692-4417.
Campus Safety Information

Escort Service: Safety escorts are avaiable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, there is no time limit. Call the main office line at 253-692-4416.
In case of a fire alarm: During an emergency evacuation, take your valuables ONLY if it is safe to do so. You could put yourself or someone else at risk by delaying your exit. Plan to return to class once the alarm has stopped. Do not return until you have received an all-clear from somebody "official," the web or email.

In case of an earthquake: DROP, COVER, and HOLD. Once the shaking stops, take your valuables and leave the building. Do not plan to return for the rest of the day. Do not return to the building until you have received an all-clear from somebody "official," the web or email.
Plagiarism: A major part of your experience at UW Tacoma will be reading, synthesizing, and using the knowledge and ideas of others. To plagiarize is to use the ideas––or unique phrasing of those ideas––without acknowledging that they originate from someone or someplace other than you. Attributing where you get your information builds your own authority to speak on that topic and provides valuable backing to the arguments you make. Attribution also distinguishes your ideas and words from those of others who came before you. At the University of Washington, plagiarism is a violation of the student conduct code, and the consequences can be serious. Though citing, quoting, and paraphrasing can be confusing at first, it is essential for your success at UWT that you familiarize yourself with these important conventions of academic writing. Additionally, plagiarism can be understood differently in various disciplines. For instance, the ways in which one summarizes others’ ideas in texts, or attributes information from texts in one’s own paper, are not the same in the sciences as they are in the humanities, or the social sciences. This means it is vital that you understand the specific expectations and guidelines for writing that will help you avoid plagiarizing in this class. If you have questions about what amounts to plagiarism, you are strongly encouraged to seek guidance from faculty and the Teaching and Learning Center as soon as possible.


